desire to put it to her too and have it answered and
settled for good.
But instead of the hesitating and evasive reply he
expected, he was astonished by the unreserved ardour
with which she promised to do what he asked.
Determined to force her to recognize her vow, and,
remembering past experience, mistrustful even in this
access of joy, he said again:
"That's settled then: as soon as I can get enough
money together you'll come and join me? That's a
promise?"
"Absolutely!"
"Swear you will?"
"I swear I will!"
And now, after these almost solemn joys, her delight
in feeling herself his at last overflowed into a kind of
reckless gaiety to which danger gave an added spice.
In reaction from such serious talk she became struck
all of a sudden with the humorous side of a situation
which she had anticipated would be so tragic. Really,
they might have walked straight out of a farce! There
they were, laughing at parents' useless precautions
and triumphing over the obstacles ranged against
them! Knowingly or not, everyone had a part in
their romance. The indispensable go-between to help
on their designs; the duenna, fast asleep in the attic;
even Madame de Laignes, though all unconsciously,
appeared in the role of derided guardian. And to round
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